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 Introduction 

 

There are times when it is good to get away and rethink the general course 

and direction of our life.  

 

 How is life really going?  

 Are you succeeding where it really counts?  

 How is your relationship with God really?  

 

The questions include the word REALLY because it is so easy to deceive 

ourselves or be so busy we never pause long enough to think about it. But 

our evaluation of our life assumes we a clear picture of the kind of life and 

relationship with Him we should have. This may not be the case.  

 

We navigate our life on the answers to these key questions based on our 

assumptions, beliefs, values and perspectives about God & reality. They 

help us decide: 

 

 What is important? 

 What is the roadmap to happiness and significance? 

 What would a perfect day with Jesus look like and how would a 

sxohb`k c`x bnlo`qd sn sghr Əodqedbs c`xƐ 

 

Any change in the course of our life must lead us to consider changing 

some of our core assumptions, beliefs and perspectives.  

 

But:  

 

 Is it possible that some of your core assumptions or beliefs about 

God are actually incorrect? Is it possible your picture of Him has 

slipped to a place so small that your soul is impoverished? 

 Is it possible that your definition for happiness is completely at odds 

with what God wants for you? 

 Could it be that stress, boredom, or fears of failure are simply 

symptoms that a fundamental shift is needed?  
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God intends for life to be a succession of fundamental shifts in how you 

see Him, how you see your life and the roadmap to happiness, and how 

you see others.  

My Story 

 

 

1) A teenager in Cleveland-the foundation 

 

 

a) Moment by moment sense of His presence 

 

 

b) Moment by moment conversation 

 

 

c) Desire to please 

 

 

d) Listening to His voice 

 

 

e) Seeing His glory 

 

 

 

 

2) Rhythm of forward and backward progress 
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Some Fundamentals 

 

 

1) Our God is a real Person who is always present, always active 

and always in charge 

 

a) This is His name Exodus 3 

 

 

b) This is how Jesus described Himself 

 

 

2) Our life is a series of moments in His presence where our face 

or back is toward Him 

 

a) There is a direction to these moments that establishes 

progress in one direction or the other 

 

b) The more we live with our face toward God the more  

 

i) Our spiritual senses come alive to Him 

 

 

ii) Increasing intimacy with Jesus 

 

 

iii) Inner transformation or fundamental shifts in our 

thinking about God and how life works 

 

 

c) The life God intended for us is a Great Adventure-A 

Journey 
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TIME TO REFLECT . . . .  

 

· How would you describe your experience with God on a 

typical day? 

· What is it that God wants you to see, feel, hear, or experience in 

a relationship with Him? 

· Do you find that your experience with God is so extraordinary 

xnt b`mƍs v`hs sn sdkk eqhdmcr `mc bn-workers about the things 

you have seen, heard, felt? Is it a great adventure? 
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Your God and the Life He Designed for You 

 

Every significant question we have about life or us begins with God 

and His perspective. What is He really like? What does He desire? He 

is a real Person with thoughts & feelings. Understanding His desires 

can anchor us in what life is about. 

 

 

a) He is passionate to reveal Himself to you and to be 

personally known 

 

Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be 

with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You 

have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the 

world. John 17:24 

 

 

b) He is passionate to dwell with you and to draw near 

relationally 

 

ƏI am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes 

away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so 

that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean 

because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide 

in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 

itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you 

unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

John 15:1-5 
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c) He is passionate to rescue you from all that would keep you 

from Him  

 

So I have come down to deliver  them from the power of the 

Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good 

and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey,  to 

the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite 

and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. Now, 

behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; 

furthermore, I have seen the oppression with which the 

Egyptians are oppressing them.  


The Mission of Moses. Therefore, come now, and I will send 

you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons 

of Israel, out of Egypt. Exodus 3:8-10   

 

 

d) He is passionate about reflecting His nature through you 

 

For by these He has granted to us His precious and 

magnificent promises, so that by them you may become 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 

that is in the world by lust. 2 Peter 1:4 

 

 

e) He is passionate about seeing you choose Him as your God 

 
 
 
Most of the earthôs population would agree there is some supernatural being 
somewhere ñout there.ò They definitely acknowledge there is a god. Others are 
certain that the God of the Bible is the one and only true God yet many. 
However, there is yet a more important distinction to make-to some He is truly 
their God. Notice how Isaiah in his prayer makes this distinction. First, he calls 
on God who is his God.  
 
O Lord, You are my God; 
I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name; 
For You have worked wonders, plans formed long ago, with perfect 
faithfulness. 
 Isaiah 25:1  
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A great commentator on the Book of Isaiah, John Oswalt, explains that the 
phrase, ñYou are My God;ò in the Hebrew language is intensely personal and 
Isaiah is really saying ñI want a being like You for my God. I want to belong to 
One as powerful & faithful as you!ò  
 
God was very pleased with Isaiahôs affection and devotion. It is His passion to be 
OUR God!!!!!!! 
 
God becomes OUR God when He occupies a ñplaceò in our heart that is 
Supreme. Most of us know this at some level but this concept is itself like so 
many truths a Journey-learning more each day about what it means to accept 
God as MY GOD. For me, it has been a slow transition from self worship to 
worshipping Him, from me controlling my life to making Him the ruler of my heart 
and hands and mind, from looking to my counsel on how to live to making Him 
my wonderful Counselor.  
 
 
He is truly MY God when 
 
1. I am consumed with thoughts about Him during the day and nothing is more 

wonderful or life giving than to think Him 
 
Then you will take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride on the 
heights of the earth; and I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your 
father, For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.ò Isaiah 58:14 
 
ñThe steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in 
You. Isaiah  26:3 
 
2. Getting to know Him and spending time with Him is the most pleasurable and 

important thing I value in life and it satisfies me like nothing else!!! 
 
Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money 
come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
cost. ñWhy do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for 
what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and 
delight yourself in abundance. Is 55:1-2 
 
3. I believe He is worthy to rule my life and for me to be His servant 
 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ñWhom shall I send, and who 
will go for Us?ò Then I said, ñHere am I.  Send me!ò Isaiah 6:8 
 
4. I care about what He cares about-I am glad in the things that make Him glad 

and sad at the things that break His heart just as Jesus does 
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Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul 
delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the 
nations. He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in 
the street. A bruised reed He will not break and a dimly burning wick He will 
not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. Is 42:1-4 5. 
 
5. I long for His leadership to do His will and to bring Him glory 
  
ñYet they seek Me day by day and delight to know My ways, as a nation that 
has done righteousness and has not forsaken the ordinance of their God.  
They ask Me for just decisions, they delight in the nearness of God.  
Is 58:2 
 
I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart.ò  
Ps 40:8 
 
6. I view myself as being on the earth for Him (not vice versa) 
 
Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory, 
whom I have formed, even whom I have made.ò Is 43:7 
 
7. I can rest in Sovereign will accepting His terms, His plans, His crafting of the 

circumstances of my life-whether easy or hard 
 
ñBehold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For the Lord 
God is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation.ò Is 12:2 
 
 
This is what God wants to be for us.  He wants that very unique place in our 
heart where we can honestly say He is MY God!!!!! 
 
Surrender Question 
 
Would you say you are making progress toward the goal of Him becoming YOUR 
God? What fundamental shift in your view of Him would have to change for you 
to make progress?  

 

 
Oh God, for too long I have let You exist outside the inner part of my 
affection, loyalty and desire. So often I have looked to myself for strength, 
counsel, and leadership and missed so much of You because of It. Please 
incline my heart to trust You for the circumstances You want to give me, 
incline my mind to think of You often, to seek Your leadership & counsel, to 
delight in You more than anything else. Come into my heart and be MY 
God.  
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f) The life God intended for you is portrayed in the Garden 

of Eden in Genesis 1-3 

 

i) Continual relational connection & partnership with 

God 

 

ii) Complete captivation by the display of His glory with 

senses fully alive to see Him, hear His voice, feel His 

presence, and taste His goodness 

 

iii)Complete & continual devotion to please Him  

 

 

 

TIME TO REFLECT . . . .  

 

· Why is it that so few describe their experience with God this 

way? 

· Do you believe a moment by moment adventure with God is 

possible? 

· What would have to change for you to experience this? 
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What happened in the Garden? 

 

 

 

1) Distance from God relationally 

 

 

 

2) Blind & deaf 

 

 

 

3) Self inflicted injuries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Redeemer Enters the Scene to Bring You Home 

 

 

 

1) A new heart 

 

 

2) A new vision 

 

 

3) A new relationship 
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The Journey Home 

 

 

1) The Destination of this great Journey 

 

 

a) @ Əok`bdƐ ne lnldms ax lnldms b`oshu`shnm vhsg rddhmf

Fncƍr fknqx 

 

 

b) @ Əok`bdƐ ne lnldms ax lnldms okd`rhmf Idrtr vhsg d`bg

step we take 

 

 

c) @ Əok`bdƐ ne lnldms ax lnldms qdk`shnm`k bnmmdbshnm

with Him  

 

 

2) It is a WALK 

 

a) Character of a WALK 

 

i) Focus is on 1 step at a time 

 

ii) Has a clear direction and progress 

 

iii)Can be hard  

 

iv) Can be done with Someone 

 

b) Walking following Jesus  (Col. 2:6) 
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c) Walking in newness of life  (Romans 6:4) 

d) Walking by faith  (II Corinthians 5:7) 

 

e) Walking by following The Spirit  (Gal. 5:16) 

 

f) Walking in the Light of His Presence  (I John 1:7) 

 

g) Walk in a manner that brings honor & attention to Jesus  

(Col. 1:10,11) 

 

3) Five kinds of steps to make progress on The Journey home 

 

 

a) Steps of pleasing Him 

 

 

b) Steps of trusting Him 

 

 

c) Steps of seeing His glory 

 

 

d) Steps of connecting with Him 
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e) Steps of inner cleansing  

 

 

4) What happens on this adventure? 

 

a) What has Jesus planned for me to experience in Him today? 

 

 

b) What will He reveal? 

 

 

c) How will He use me to touch others in His name? 

 

 

d) How will He transform my heart with disruptive ideas 

today?  

 

 This Journey is a radically different lens to see our 
life and our relationship with God 

 

 It is not a cruise! 
 
 

 It is not a book club! 
 

 

 Not a travel club! 
 
 

 Not a college! 
 
 

 Not the Boy/Girl Scouts 
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5) But there are two directions you can take 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


