Fundamental Shift

Redefining Your Life and Your Relationship
with God



Introduction

There are times when it is good to get away and rethink the general course
and direction of our life.

e How is life really going?
e Are you succeeding where it really counts?
e How is your relationship with God really?

The questions include the word REALLY because it is so easy to deceive
ourselves or be so busy we never pause long enough to think about it. But
our evaluation of our life assumes we a clear picture of the kind of life and
relationship with Him we should have. This may not be the case.

We navigate our life on the answers to these key questions based on our
assumptions, beliefs, values and perspectives about God & reality. They

help us decide:

e What is important?
e What is the roadmap to happiness and significance?
e What would a perfect day with Jesus look like and how would a
typical day compare to this “perfec

Any change in the course of our life must lead us to consider changing
some of our core assumptions, beliefs and perspectives.

But:

¢ Is it possible that some of your core assumptions or beliefs about
God are actually incorrect? Is it possible your picture of Him has
slipped to a place so small that your soul is impoverished?

e Is it possible that your definition for happiness is completely at odds
with what God wants for you?

¢ Could it be that stress, boredom, or fears of failure are simply
symptoms that a fundamental shift is needed?



God intends for life to be a succession of fundamental shifts in how you
see Him, how you see your life and the roadmap to happiness, and how
you see others.

My Story

1) A teenager in Cleveland-the foundation

a) Moment by moment sense of His presence

b) Moment by moment conversation

¢) Desire to please

d) Listening to His voice

e) Seeing His glory

2) Rhythm of forward and backward progress



Some Fundamentals

1) Our God is a real Person who is always present, always active
and always in charge

a) This is His name Exodus 3

b) This is how Jesus described Himself
2) Our life is a series of moments in His presence where our face
or back is toward Him

a) There is a direction to these moments that establishes
progress in one direction or the other

b) The more we live with our face toward God the more

1) Our spiritual senses come alive to Him

i1) Increasing intimacy with Jesus

iii)[nner transformation or fundamental shifts in our
thinking about God and how life works

¢) The life God intended for us is a Great Adventure-A

Journey



TIME TO REFLECT . . ..

How would you describe your experience with God on a
typical day?

What is it that God wants you to see, feel, hear, or experience in
a relationship with Him?

Do you find that your experience with God is so extraordinary
you can’'t wait -tvakertaboutlthe things e I
you have seen, heard, felt? Is it a great adventure?



Your God and the Life He Designed for You

Every significant question we have about life or us begins with God
and His perspective. What is He really like? What does He desire? He
is a real Person with thoughts & feelings. Understanding His desires
can anchor us in what life is about.

a) He is passionate to reveal Himself to you and to be
personally known

Father, | desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be
with Me where | am, so that they may see My glory which You
have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the
world. John 17:24

b) He is passionate to dwell with you and to draw near
relationally

a am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes
away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so
that it may bear more fruit. You are alreadyclean
because of the word which | havespoken to you. Abide
in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you
unless you abide in Me. | am the vine, you are the
branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, hebears
much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.
John 15:15



¢) He is passionate to rescue you from all that would keep you
from Him

So | have come downto deliver them from the power of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good
and spacioudand, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to
the place ofthe Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite
and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. Now,
behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me;
furthermore, | have seen the oppression with which the
Egyptians are oppressing them.

The Mission of Moses. Therefore, come now, and | will send
you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons
of Israel, out of Egypt. Exodus 3:8-10

d) He is passionate about reflecting His nature through you

For by these He has granted to us His precious and
magnificent promises, so that by them you may become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped thecorruption
that is in the world by lust. 2 Peter 1:4

e) He is passionate about seeing you choose Him as your God

Most of the earthos popsorhesstperocaturabeng! d agr ee t
somewhere fiout there.o They definitely ackno
certain that the God of the Bible is the one and only true God yet many.

However, there is yet a more important distinction to make-to some He is truly

their God. Notice how Isaiah in his prayer makes this distinction. First, he calls

on God who is his God.

O Lord, You are my God;

| will exalt You, | will give thanks to Your name;

For You have worked wonders, plans formed long ago, with perfect
faithfulness. Isaiah 25:1



A great commentator on the Book of Isaiah, John Oswalt, explains that the
phrase, AYou indhe ldebrdylanguage is imtensely personal and

| saiah is really saying fAl want a being | ike
One as powerful & faithful as you!o

God was very pleased with | saiahds affection
OUR God!

God becomes OUR God when He occupies a fipl ac
Supreme. Most of us know this at some level but this concept is itself like so

many truths a Journey-learning more each day about what it means to accept

God as MY GOD. For me, it has been a slow transition from self worship to

worshipping Him, from me controlling my life to making Him the ruler of my heart

and hands and mind, from looking to my counsel on how to live to making Him

my wonderful Counselor.

He is truly MY God when

1. I am consumed with thoughts about Him during the day and nothing is more
wonderful or life giving than to think Him

Then you will take delight in the Lord, and | will make you ride on the
heights of the earth; and | will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your
father, For the mouth of the Lord has spoken

AThe steadfast of mind péacre besaudelhetiusteip i n perf
You. Isaiah 26:3

2. Getting to know Him and spending time with Him is the most pleasurable and
important thing | value in life and it satisfies me like nothing else!!!

Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money
come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without
cost . A Wh gpermdanornyey for what is not bread, and your wages for
what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and
delight yourself in abundance. Is 55:1-2

3. | believe He is worthy to rule my life and for me to be His servant

Then | heard the voice of the Lord,say i ng, AWhom shal/l |l send,
will go forl UWs1d,ThHedere am | . Send me! o0 | s

4. | care about what He cares about-I am glad in the things that make Him glad
and sad at the things that break His heart just as Jesus does



Behold, My Servant, whom | uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul
delights. | have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations. He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in
the street. A bruised reed He will not break and a dimly burning wick He will
not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. Is 42:1-4 5.

5. Ilong for His leadership to do His will and to bring Him glory

AYet dedkéMg day by day and delight to know My ways, as a nation that
has done righteousness and has not forsaken the ordinance of their God.
They ask Me for just decisions, they delight in the nearness of God.

Is 58:2

| delight to do Your will, Omy God; Your Law is within my heart
Ps 40:8

6. |view myself as being on the earth for Him (not vice versa)

Everyone who is called by My name, and whom | have created for My glory,
whom | have formed, even whom | have made. 0

7. | can rest in Sovereign will accepting His terms, His plans, His crafting of the
circumstances of my life-whether easy or hard

A B e h oQodlis my salvation, | will trust and not be afraid; For the Lord
God is my strength and song, and He has beco

This is what God wants to be for us. He wants that very unique place in our

Surrender Question

Would you say you are making progress toward the goal of Him becoming YOUR
God? What fundamental shift in your view of Him would have to change for you
to make progress?

Oh God, for too long | have let You exist outside the inner part of my
affection, loyalty and desire. So often | have looked to myself for strength,
counsel, and leadership and missed so much of You because of It. Please
incline my heart to trust You for the circumstances You want to give me,
incline my mind to think of You often, to seek Your leadership & counsel, to
delight in You more than anything else. Come into my heart and be MY
God.




f) The life God intended for you is portrayed in the Garden
of Eden in Genesis 1-3

1) Continual relational connection & partnership with

God

i) Complete captivation by the display of His glory with
senses fully alive to see Him, hear His voice, feel His
presence, and taste His goodness

ii1)Complete & continual devotion to please Him

TIME TO REFLECT .. ..

Why is it that so few describe their experience with God this
way?

Do you believe a moment by moment adventure with God is
possible?

What would have to change for you to experience this?
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What bappened in the Garden?

1) Distance from God relationally

2) Blind & deaf

3) Self inflicted injuries

A Redeemer Enters the Scene to Bring You Home

1) A new heart

2) A new vision

3) A new relationship

11



The Journey Home

1) The Destination of this great Journey

A “place” of moment
God’ s gl ory

b)A “pl ace” of moment
step we take

oA “place” of moment
with Him

2) Iris a WALK
a) Character of a WALK

1) Focus is on 1 step at a time

i1) Has a clear direction and progress
i11)Can be hard

iv)Can be done with Someone

b) Walking following Jesus (Col. 2:6)

mo me nt

mo me n t

mo me nt
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¢) Walking in newness of life (Romans 6:4)

d) Walking by faith (II Corinthians 5:7)

e) Walking by following The Spirit (Gal. 5:16)

f) Walking in the Light of His Presence (I John 1:7)

g) Walk in a manner that brings honor & attention to Jesus
(Col. 1:10,11)

3) Five kinds of steps to make progress on The Journey home

a) Steps of pleasing Him

b) Steps of trusting Him

c) Steps of seeing His glory

d) Steps of connecting with Him

13



e) Steps of inner cleansing

4) What happens on this adventure?

a) What has Jesus planned for me to experience in Him today?

b) What will He reveal?

¢) How will He use me to touch others in His name?

d) How will He transform my heart with disruptive ideas
today?

This Journey is a radically different lens to see our
life and our relationship with God

e ltis not acruise!

It is not a book club!

Not a travel club!

Not a college!

Not the Boy/Girl Scouts




5) But there are two directions you can take

. =
=

SELF LEI US LED

* Asleep to God * Awake to God

* Self willed * Yielding to His will

* Self reliant * Gaining confidence in His heart
* Self absorbed * Inviting Him to every event

* Distance from God * More intimacy with God

* Blind to God * More revelation

* Unable to hear * More of His voice

15



Introduction

Throughout each day we face a “Y” in the roa
directions our mind and soul can pursue. We are either led by the Spirit or led by self;

what the Bible calls “the fl| es-uffidlency, The f 1l esh
self-glory, self-will, self-pity, and self-focus. The opposite direction is to be Spirit-led

where every step we take is empowered by Him to deny our self-led tendencies and

follow Jesus.

Each direction has its own
Pleasures
Rights
Assumptions
Perception of God
Key Elements
Fruit

The self-led life (the flesh) is the most lethal killer on the face of the planet. Its core
assumptions are hostile toward God.
1. Tt saps spiritual life from people, robbing them of life giving peace,
power, joy and intimacy with God.
2. It can be manipulated by Satan to promote greater self-sufficiency, self-
focus, self-glory, self-will, and self-pity driving us further from God.
It destroys our ability to see and hear God.
It is the source of all conflict among people.
It chokes meaning, purpose, and dignity from people.
It blinds people so they do foolish things that they can justify to
themselves, or blame others for and keep them from life giving
repentance.
7. Tt creates a false reality
a. Inventing God as our servant
b. Fueling our resolve to obtain “1 de
c. Giving a false confidence in our own ability

'O\U'l-lkb-\

A self-led mind is hostile toward God. It creates everything from indifference to
hostility and anger. The thing Jesus came to destroy is bondage to self. The self-led
life will lead to

Distance from God

Distorted reality

Self-inflicted pain

16



The Spirit-led life is a life of increasing perception of God and a soul flooded with joy,
peace, power and self control.
1. It leads to a heart tender toward His will and leadership
It leads to humility about learning, changing, and even repenting
It leads to a continual transformation of our character
It brings power to influence others
It raises the curtain on who God really is and the way life really works
It strengthens our passion and pleasure in God
It empowers us to be like Jesus

Nk

Anchor Scriptures
Romans 8:5-8

NASB:

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the
flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on
the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is
not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Galatians 5:16-18

NASB:

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the
flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.

Luke 9:23-24

NASB:

And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny

himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. "For whoever wishes to save his

life will lose it, but whoever loses hislifef or My sake, he is the one

17



<«<— The Self-Led Life

Pleasures

The Jesus-Led Life —

Pleasures

Rights

His
Rights

Assumptions
About Joy

Assumptions
About Joy

Perception
of Jesus

Perception
of Jesus

Key
Elements

Key
Elements

Fruit

Fruit

18



<+<— The Self-Led Life

Pleasures

The fleeting pleasure of
independence

The fleeting pleasure of praise of
man

The fleeting pleasure of career
achievement

The fleeting pleasure of goal
achievement

The fleeting pleasure of luxurious
surroundings, comfort, and life
without change

The Jesus-Led Life —

Pleasures

The great pleasure of His
presence

The great pleasure and joy of
praising and adoring Him

The great pleasure of seeing His
glory manifest to others

The great pleasure of knowing
God as a friend

The great pleasure of

experiencing His power and a
transforming relationship with Him

19



<«— The Self-Led Life

My
Rights

| deserve to have what |
want when | want it

| deserve respect and
attention from others

| deserve what others have

| deserve for God to give me
what | want, when | want it,
and protect me and others |
love from pain

| deserve to feel superior to
others less moral, less
wealthy or less religious

The Jesus-Led Life —

His
Rights

He deserves to have me do the
things that please and honor
Him

He deserves all the glory and
credit for everything in my life

He deserves for me to seek His
agenda

He deserves our full affection,
loyalty, and devotion and to find
our peace and joy in Him, not
His material blessing

He deserves our humility in
recognizing that everything we
have is a gift and that there is no
basis for self-righteousness

20



<«— The Self-Led Life

Assumptions
About Joy

| will be happiest when |
accomplish what | want

| will be happiest when | have
more money and possessions

| will be happier when | have
more leisure, recreation, and
comfort

My heart will be satisfied when

| achieve my career goals

If others would do what | want, |
would be happier

The Jesus-Led Life —

Assumptions
About Joy

| will be happier when |
accomplish what Jesus wants

| will be happier when | know
God more intimately

| will be happier when | can rest
in the supremacy and power
and love of God

| will be satisfied when | can live
all day everyday in the presence
of God

| will be happier when | get to
serve others 1n

21



<+<— The Self-Led Life

Perception
of Jesus

Warped perspective of His
goodness, power, and
wisdom

Inability to hear God speak

Inability to sense Godd s
presence

|l nabi lity to
and affection

Inability to taste the
goodness and kindness of
God

The Jesus-Led Life —

Perception
of Jesus

Increasing light on His true

character and confidence in
His infinite kindness, power
and wisdom

Increasing ability to hear the
voice of God whisper to us

Increasing peace and
satisfaction in experiencing
His presence

Increasing experience of His
power and love

Increasing gratitude for the

flood of blessings from our
heavenly Father
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<+<— The Self-Led Life

Key
Elements

SELF willed
| will do what | want, when | want

SELF Reliant

| can run my life, handle
responsibilities, and deal with
problems in my own strength

SELF Focus

Life is all about me and | will
invest my thinking in what
concerns me and what will make
me feel good

SELF Glory

The more | receive honor and
attention from man, the happier |
will be

SELF Centered

My mission in life is to get my
needs met and pursue personal
comfort and prosperity

The Jesus-Led Life —

Key
Elements

Surrender
Yielding my will to his in everything

Trust

| can do nothing good without His
help and power and | will fully trust
Him and His word

Abiding

Life is all about living in the
presence of Jesus, aware of Him,
seeking His will, and thinking about
what will please Him

Glorifying Him
The more | bring God credit and
honor, the happier I will be

Love

My mission in life is to extend
Christdés | ove to
work with

23



<+<— The Self-Led Life

Fruit

Stress, Worry
Emptiness
Anger

Bondage to Selfish Impulses

Blindness
Deafness

Conflict with Others

The Jesus-Led Life —>

Fruit

Peace and Joy
Satisfaction
Love

Senses Alive to God and Free to
Follow Jesus

Revelation from Jesus
Hearing His Voice

Compassion for Others

24



Appendix A

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I abandon all my rights, my dreams, my time, my control for the
incredible treasure of exploring the depths of Your love and power and purity
and wisdom and beauty!

Help me never settle for the shallowness that so easily engulfs me, but rather
press hard into your presence to enjoy every moment of today with Youl!

Help my confidence in you to mushroom so that I have increasing confidence
in your provision, power and presence!

Help me find satisfaction in you alone-desperate for Your presence. I cry out to
you for a fresh revelation of what You are really like and to see more of Your

glory!

Open my eyes to see my desperate need for you-how incomplete I am without
You, how inadequate, how unfulfilled, how poverty stricken, how helpless I am
without You!

May the c¢cry of my soul, Lord Jesus, be t
moment of my day. May You, Holy King lead me as You lead the hosts of
heaven!

Father, I come into Your presence to repent of my self absorption, self will, self
reliance that keeps me from You and cry out for You to lead me to a better
place today. I want to embrace all the revelation, all the plan and purpose You
have for me today!

Lord Jesus, the cry of my heart today is to follow You every moment.. May
You be my King and may I have the awesome privilege of following You just as
those in heaven obey Your every thought.

Lord I need to know the height and depth of Your love for me and Your

passion for an intimate friendship!! May I be anchored today in this love for
me. You truly are a Perfect Father!
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May I go deeper today in my love for You than I have ever gone-living each
moment in total abandonment to Your will, to honor and serve You!!

Please build momentum throughout the day for a greater sense of surrender to
embrace all that You have for me!!l Lord I want all you have prepared for me
today.

O Savior, lead me beyond shallow lip service, beyond half heartedness, beyond
self righteousness to take full delight in You!

Holy Spirit, bring me today life giving truth to transform my heart and disrupt
my weak view of Your greatness with a fresh revelation of who You are! Take
me to new depths of knowing You.

Open my eyes, Jesus, to see You on Your throne high and lifted up with all the
living creatures worshipping You; so I can live like a citizen of heaven while on
earth today.

May I live with confidence today in Your infinite passion to bless me and give
me Your joy!

Lord, let me not settle for just new insight and ideas from Your word, but let
me press in to hear Your voice speak to me. Give me a heart that is tender
toward Your will eager to do whatever You say and believe whatever You
reveal about Yourself.

Lord, I want the thrill of seeing Your glory today. I want to see Your power &
wisdom in the events of today. Help me also see Your love and kindness in
everything that happens today and all that You have already done for me. Let
me sense Your presence and Your life giving smile!

My King, I renounce and repent of my fear of what people think, my fear of
not having enough money, and my fear of not doing everything I want. Today I
come to You to ask for more confidence in Your love. Fill me with confidence
in Your kindness, Your sovereignty and supremacy and Your Fatherly love.

Holy Spirit, wash my heart, purge it with Your cleansing fire so that I may
present to the Father a clear conscience and a pure heart!
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Holy Spirit, give me today great sensitivity to You gentle leading. Let me hear
Jesus’ voice through You and be | ead
May I not grieve You by my indifference, but long for You to fill me with more

of you today!

O God, help me wake up and see You in all Your glory! Turn the lights on
from heaven so I can see what You are really like, how life really works and
how desperate I am for Youl!

My God I am so poor and need more of the true riches form heaven-more of
You and Your presence and power and beauty!

Cleanse my heart of my cold indifference to the people You love. Fill me with
Your compassion and sacrificial love for each person I touch today.

May every event today draw me to You as You manifest Your goodness and
power and wisdom. Open my eyes to what You are revealing to me in Your
word, in creation and in the events of today!

Holy Spirit lead me to a closer walk with You and to turn my back on all envy,
selfish ambition, control and anger toward others so I may embrace love, joy,
peace and discipline through Your power. I do not have the strength for this but
through Your help I know You will accomplish the impossible.

Lord Jesus, I embrace all You have for me today. I need Your grace to celebrate
good circumstances and to honor You in difficult ones. May You be pleased
with my heart today. May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my
heart be pleasing in Your sight!

27
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Appendix B

A Study of What God Wants You to Experience

1. More life to your spiritual senses

A. Seeing His hand and power

i. Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God Matthew 5:8

1. For judgment | came into the world, so that those who do not see
may see, and that those who see may become blindohn 9:39

1. On the glorious splendor of Your majesty and on Your wonderful
works, | will meditate. Men shall speak of the power of Your
awesome acts, and | will tell of Your greatness Psalm 145:5,6

iv. O God, You are my God, | shall seek you earnestly; my soul thirsts
for You in a dry and weary land where there is no water. Thus I
have seen you in the sanctuary to see Your power and glory.Psalm
63:1,2

v. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, scathat they are without
excuse Romans 1:20

B. Hearing His voice

1. For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh and those who are of the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mi nd set on
the Spirit is life and peace because the mind set on the flesh is
hostile toward God for it does not subject itself to the law of God,
for it is not even able to do so and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God. Romans 8:5-8

1. So take care low you listen for whoever has shall more be given
and whoever does not have even what he thinks he has, shall be
taken away. Luke 8:18

ui. But when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all
the truth; for He will not speak of His own initiativ e, but whatever
He hears He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come
He will glorify me and will disclose it to you.  John 16:14

wv. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of
God. Romans 8:14

v. Behold, You desire truth in the inner most being. And in the
hidden part You will make me know wisdom . Psalm 51:6
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vi. But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the
word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit
with perseverance Luke 8:15

vit. "My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me."
John 10:27

C.Seeing |life from God’'s perspective

1. For where your treasure is there will your heart be also. The eye is
the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body
wil | be full of light. But if your eye is bad your whole body will be
full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness how
great is the darkness. Matthew 6:21,22

. @mc Lnrdr rtllnmdc ~kk Hrg dk ~ mc
all the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh
and all his servants and all his land; the great trials which your eyes
have seen, those great signs and wonders. Yet to this day the Lord
has not given you a heart to know nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear
Deuteronomy 29:2-4

D. Tasting His goodness

1. O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who
takes refuge in Him. Psalm 34:8

ii. Like newborn babes long for the pure milk of the word so that by it
you grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of
the Lord. I Peter 2:2,3

ui. And have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to
come Hebrews 6:5

E. Touched by His heart

1. And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten fro m the Father, full of grace
and truth . John 1:14

1. O Lord, You have searched me and known me. You know when |
sit down and when | rise up; You understand my thought from
afar. You scrutinize my path and are intimately acquainted with all
my ways. Even lefore there is a word on my tongue, behold O
Lord You know it all. You have enclosed me behind and before,
and laid Your hand on me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for
me; it is too high | cannot attain to it.  Psalm 139:1-6

ui. So that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith and that you may
be rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with
all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth
and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that
you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:17-19

F. Talking to Him
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1.

1l

1v.

V.

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Matthew 6:10

| am the vine and you are the branches; he who abides in Me and |
in him, he bears much fruit for apart from Me you can do nothing .
John 15:5

Pray without ceasing. [ Thessalonians 5:17

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you . John 15:7

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me . Psalm 51:10

2. More of the adventure of following our King

A. Adventure of knowing Him

1.

1.

111.

1v.

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace
and truth. No one has seen God at any time;the only begotten
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
John 1:14,18

"Father, | desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with
Me where | am, so that they may see My glory which You have
given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world .
John 17:24

More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom |
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so
that | may gain Christ, a nd may be found in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God
on the basis of faith, that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed
to His death; in order that | may attain to the resurrection from the
dead. Not that | have already obtained it or have already become
perfect, but | press on so that | may lay hold of that for which also |
was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, | do not regard myself
as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus
Philippians 3:8-14

But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. My sheep
hear My voice and | know them, and they follow Me. Jobhn 10:27

B. Adventure of spiritual influence
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1l

"Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven."
Matthew 5:16

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ,
and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of
Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among
those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; to
the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from
life to life. And who is adequate for these things? I Corinthians
2:14-16

Teach slaves to be subject to their maters in everything, to try to
please them, not to talk back to them, 10and not to steal from
them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every
way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive .
Titus 2:9,10

C. Adventure of heart transformation

1.

1.

111.

1v.

V1.

Vil.

Viil.

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit . I Corinthians 3:18

Therefore be imitators of God as beloved children and walk in love
just as Christ also loved you and He gave Himself up for us, an
offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. Ephesians 5:1,2
But love your enemies and do good, and lend expecting nothing in
return; and your reward wil | be great, and you will be sons of the
Most High , for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil me. Be
merciful even as your heavenly Father is merciful. Luke 6:35,36
Therefore you are to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect
Matthew 5:48

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience bearing with one another, and forgiving each other,
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord has
forgiven you. Colossians 3:12,13

For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this; that one
died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all that they who
live would no longer live for themselves but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf. II Corinthians 5:14,15

@mc Gd v ' r r xhmf sn sgdl + OHe
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me. For
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it and whoever loses his life
for My sake, he is the one whowilk r * u bukeB:S - €

Repent and return that your sins may be wiped away and that times
of refreshing may come in the presence of God Acts 3:19
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x. Create in me a clean feart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me.  Psalm 51:10

D. Adventure of knowing His plan

1. 'For | know the plans that | have for you," declares the LORD ,
‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a
hope.' Jeremiah 29:11

1. "No longer do | call you slaves, for the slave does not know what
his master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all R983
things that | have heard from My Father | have made known to
you" John 15:15

ui. Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom,
however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are
passirg away; but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden
wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory; the
wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if
they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory; but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT
SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND WHICH HAVE
NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS
PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM." For to us God
revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things,
even the depths of God. I Corinthians 2:6-10

E. Adventure of experiencing His power

1. Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that
we ask or think, according to the power that works within us.
Epbhesians 3:20

1. And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, | will rather boast
about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
II Corinthians 12:9

ui. | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you
will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in
accordance with the working of the strength of His might which
He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places Ephesians
1:18-20

tv. Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders. [
Chronicles 16:9
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3. More of being a blessing to Him

A. Pleasing God by bringing credit to Him

1. Walk as children of Light for the fruit of the Light consists in all
good righteousness and truth trying to learn what is pleasingto the
Lord. Ephesians 5:8-10

1. Beloved, if our heart does not caondemn us, we have confidence
before God; and whatever we ask we receive because we keep His
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 7
John 3:20
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to the praise of His glory. Epbesians 1:12

wv. For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased
to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so
that you will walk in a manner worth y of the Lord, to please Him
in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God. Colossians 1:9,10

B. Pleasing God by passionately pursuing Him

1. O God, You are my God; | shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts
for You, my flesh yearns for You, in a dry and weary land where
there is no water. Thus | have seen You in the sanctuary, to see
Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better
than life, my lips will praise You. So | will bless You as long as |
live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. My soul is satisfied as
with marrow and fatness, and my mouth offers praises with joyful
lips. Psalm 63:1-5

1. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. James 5:8

ui. One thing | have asked from the LORD, tha t | shall seek: That |
may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to
behold the beauty of the LORD and to meditate in His temple .
Psalm 27:4

iv. Now, the acts of Asa from first to last, behold, they are written in
the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel I Chronicles 16:11

v. | have set the LORD continually before me; because He is at my
right hand, | will not be shaken . Psalm 16:8

C. Being a good friend of Jesus who is loyal and chooses to invest and honor
Him
1. "These things | have spoken toyou so that My joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be made full. This is My commandment,
that you love one another, just as | have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. You
are My friends if you do what | command you." John 15:11-14
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i. | advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may
become rich, and white garments that you may clothe yourself, and
that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed, and eye salve
that you may anoint your eyes that you may see.Revelations 3:18

1. You are My friends if you do what | command you. John 15:14

ii. You have been bought with a price therefore glorify God in your
body. I Corinthians 6:20

D. Pleasing God by following Him

1. But I do not consider my lif e of any account as dear to myself, so
that | may finish my course and the ministry which | received from
the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.
Acts 20:24

1. But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at
the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for God
{sees} not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance,
but the LORD looks at the heart." I Samuel 16:7

ii. Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it {flow} the
springs of life. Proverbs 4:23

iv. "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" And He
said to him, "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL,
AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND. This is the great and foremost
commandment. The second $ like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." On these two commandments
depend the whole Law and the Prophets." Matthew 22:36-40

v. But let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable
guality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of
God. [ Peter 3:4

E. Bringing God pleasure by trusting in His Word, His character, and His plan
1. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. For by it the men of old gain approval. Hebrews
11:1,2
1. And without faith it is impossible to please Him for whoever comes
to God must believe that He exists and that He is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him. Hebrews 11:6
ui. But My righteous one will live by faith and if he shrinks back My
soul has nopleasure in him. But we are not of those who shrink
back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving
of the soul. Hebrews 10:38,39
iv. "Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for
on Him the Father, God, has set His seal." Jesus said to them, "I

34



am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he
who believes in Me will never thirst " John 6:27,35

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
will make your paths straight . Proverbs 3:5,6

4. More confidence in His power, presence and plan

A. More confidence that He is eager to give you what you ask of Him

1.

1.

"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or
what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf,
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him
a snake, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in
heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!" Matthew 7:7-11

"If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you." John 15:7

B. More confidence in His power to change your heart

1.

1.

111.

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that
we ask or think, accading to the power that works within us .
Ephesians 3:20

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom
every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man.
Ephesians 3:14-16

And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, | will rather boast
about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ maydwell in me.
II Corinthians 12:9

C. More confidence in His presence

1.

1.

Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need
Hebrews 4:16

Therefore since we have confidence to mter the holy place by the

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for
us through the veil that is His flesh and since we have a great priest
over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full

assurance of faith, havng our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil

conscience and our bodies washed with pure water Hebrews 10:19-22
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ui. "Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not
tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go." Joshua 1:9

D. More confidence that His plan for your life is perfect

1. 'For | know the plans that | have for you," declares the LORD,
'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a
hope.' Jeremiah 29:11

1. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in
them. Epbesians 2:10

ui. "If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where | am, there My
servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor
him."  John 12:26

iv. Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times
things which have not been done, saying, 'My purpose will be
established, and | will accomplish all My good pleasure.' Isaiah 46:10

E. More confidence that you can trust Him when you do not understand what
He is doing
1. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. Hebrews 11:1
ii. For we walk by faith, not by sight. I Corinthians 5:7

5. More progress in the transformation of your heart

A. A heart that trust His motives, His Word, His promises

1. "The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he
trusts in You." Isaiah 26:3

1. "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD and whose trust is the
LORD." Jeremiah 17:7

ui. For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent
promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust .
I Peter 1:4

iv. Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God. 2 Corinthians 7:1

B. A heart that surrenders more to His will
1. And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me,
he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. For what is a man
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1l

profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?"
Luke 9:23-25

For the love of Christ contro Is us, having concluded this, that one
died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who
live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf 2 Corinthians 5:14,15

"Father, if You are willin g, remove this cup from Me; yet not My
will, but Yours be done." Luke 22:42

C. A tender heart that listens carefully to the promptings of His spirit

1.

1.

So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh -- for if you are living according to the flesh,
you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds
of the body, you will live. For all who are being led by the Spirit of
God, these are sons of God Romans 8:12-14

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire
of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another,
so that you may not do the things that you please. But if you are
led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. Now the deeds of the
flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these, of which | forewarn you, just as | have
forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentlenesglfs
control; against such things there is no law. Now those who belong
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Galatians 5:16-
25

D. A heart that is selfless and generous like Jesus

1.

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of
mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do
not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for
the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which was
also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond -servant, and being
made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted
Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those
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who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. Philippians 2:3-11

So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has
sent Me, | also send you." John 20:21

E. A heart that has no higher loyalty than God

1.

1.
111.

"Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot
be My disciple. For which one of you, when he wants to build a
tower, does not first sit down and calculate the costto see if he has
enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation
and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him,
saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish." "Or
what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not
first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten
thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with
twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for tems of peace. So then, none of you can
be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.
Therefore, salt is good; but if even salt has become tasteless, with
what will it be seasoned? It is useless either for the soil or for the
manure pile; it is thrown out. He who has ears to hear, let him
hear." Luke 14:27-35

Little children, guard yourselves from idols . 7 John 5:21

"You shall have no other gods before Me." Exodus 20:3

6. More pleasure and peace from His presence

A. Less focus on me and more mental and emotional investment in Him

1.

1.

'‘Because you say, "l am rich, and have become wealthy, and have
need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and
miserable and poor and blind and naked, | advise you to buy from
Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white
garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of
your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your
eyes so that you may see." 'Those whom | love, | reprove and
discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, | stand at the
door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will
come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me
Revelations 3:17-20

"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have
no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without cost. Why do you spend money for what is not

38



1il.

bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to
Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance."
Isaiah 55:1,2

"The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which
a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it."
Matthew 13:44-46

B. More experience in the pleasure of His presence

1.

1.

111.

1v.

O God, You are my God; | shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts
for You, my flesh yearns for You, in a dry and weary land where
there is no water. Thus | have seen You in the sanctuary, to see
Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better
than life, my lips will praise You. So | will bless You as long as |
live; 1 will lift up my hands in Your name. My soul is satisfied as
with marrow and fatness, and my mouth offers praises with joyful
lips. Psalm 63:1-5

| have set the LORD continually before me; because He is at my
right hand, | will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and
my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely. You will make
known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in
Your right hand there are pleasures forever. Psalm 16:8,9,11

One thing | have asked from the L ORD, that | shall seek: That I
may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to
behold the beauty of the LORD and to meditate in His temple.
Psalm 27:4

"l am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and | in
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing."
Jobn 15:5

C. More boldness in coming into His presence to ask for help

1.

1.

Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need
Hebrews 4:16

Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:22

D. More desire for His presence

1.

How lovely are Your dwelling places, O LORD of hosts! My soul
longed and even yearned for the courts of the LORD; my heart and
my flesh sing for joy to the living God.  Psalm 84:1,2
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But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted
as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, | count all things to
be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ, and may be found in
Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, that | may know Him and
the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death; in order that | may attain to the
resurrection from the dead. Not that | have already obtained it or
have already become perfect, but | press on so that | may lay hold
of that for which also | was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren,

| do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing |
do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies
ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as are perfechave
this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God
will reveal that also to you; however, let us keep living by that same
standard to which we have attained. Philippians 3:7-14

E. More satisfaction in Him and nothing else

1.

1.

Whom have | in heaven {but You?} and besides You, | desire
nothing on earth. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion forever.  Psalm 73:25,26

Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water
will thirst ag ain; but whoever drinks of the water that | will give
him shall never thirst; but the water that | will give him will
become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." John
4:13,14

7. More thrill in knowing Him

A. More hunger and desire to know Him

1.

1.

1l

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
Matthew 5:3

"Woe to you who are well-fed now, for you shall be hungry. Woe
to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep." Luke 6:25
"He has filled the hungry with good th ings; and sent away the rich
empty-handed." Luke 1:53

B. More revelation into His character and heart

i

For this reason | too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus
which exists among you and your love for all the saints, do not
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cease giving thanks foryou, while making mention of you in my
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of Him. Ephesians 1:15-17

1. And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, andwe saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace
and truth. No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
John 1:14,18

ui. "Father, | desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with
Me where | am, so that they may see My glory which You have
given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. "
John 17:24

C. More revelation of Him through worship

1. But as for me, my prayer is to You, O LORD, at an acceptable
time; O God, in the greatness of Your loving -kindness, answer me
with Your saving truth. Answer me, O LORD, for Your loving -
kindness is good; according to the greatness of Your compassion,
turn to me. Psalm 69:13,16

1. O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, let us shout joyfully to
the rock of our salvation. Let us come before His presence with
thanksgiving, let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. For the
LORD is a great God and a great King above all gods. In whose
hand are the depths of the earth, the peaks of the mountains are
His also. The sea is His, for it was He who made it, and His hands
formed the dry land. Come, let us worship and bow down, let us
kneel before the LORD our Maker. For He is our God, and we are
the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you
would hear His voice. Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as
in the day of Massah in the wilderness. Psalm 95:1-8

ui. The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be
glad. Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and
justice are the foundation of His throne. Fire goes before Him and
burns up His adversaries round about. His lightnings lit up the
world; the earth saw and trembled. The mountains melted like wax
at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the
whole earth. Psalm 97:1-5

iv. "Father, | desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with
Me where | am, so that they may see My glory which You have
given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation o f the world."
John 17:24

D. More revelation of Him through His Word
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1.

1.

1l

The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the
LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of t he
LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is
clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the LORD are true; they
are righteous altogether. Psalm 19:7-9

My son, if you will receive my words and treasure my
commandments within you, make your ear attentive to wisdom,
incline your heart to understanding; for if you cry for discernment,
lift your voice for understanding; if you seek her as silver and
search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will discern the fear
of the LORD and discov er the knowledge of God. Proverbs 2:1-5
Establish Your word to Your servant, as that which produces
reverence for You. O how | love Your law! It is my meditation all
the day. Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies,
for they are ever mine. | have more insight than all my teachers,
for Your testimonies are my meditation. | understand more than
the aged, because | have observed Your precepts. | have restrained
my feet from every evil way, that | may keep Your word. | have
not turned aside from Your ordinances, for You Yourself have
taught me. How sweet are Your words to my taste! {Yes, sweeter}
than honey to my mouth! From Your precepts | get
understanding; therefore | hate every false way. Your word is a
lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:38,97-105

E. More revelation of Him through nature

1.

1.

The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is
declaring the work of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech,nor are
there words; their voice is not heard. Their line has gone out
through all the earth, and their utterances to the end of the world.
In them He has placed a tent for the sun, which is as a bridegroom
coming out of his chamber; it rejoices as a stong man to run his
course. lts rising is from one end of the heavens, and its circuit to
the other end of them; and there is nothing hidden from its heat.
Psalm 19:1-6

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth,
who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens! From the
mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength
because of Your adversaries, to make the enemy and the revengeful
cease. When | consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the
moon and the stars which You have ordained; what is man that
You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for
him? Psalm 8:1-4
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1l

Because that which is known about God is evident within them; for
God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made,
so that they are without excuse. Romans 1:19,20
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The Promise

Appendix C

Prayer for The Journey

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you shall find knock and the door to you.
For everyone who asks receives and to him who knocks the door will be opened. Or
what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf will give him a stone?
Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? If you then being evil
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who
is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him! Matthew 7:7-11

1. Father, please awaken every spiritual ®2nsetoday to be alive to You
more than I ever have before.

a.

Please help me to see Your hand at work in the daily things today.
Help me to see Your power, Your glory, Your love and Your wisdom.
Help me to see Your character in nature. May I have a heart that is
pure so that [ may see You.

Please belp me to hear your voice. May the Holy Spirit illumine Your
word and speak to me. May I hear the still small voice leading me,
directing me whether in my conscience, from the mouth of others or in
the lessons of life. Cleanse me of my self-will that keeps me from
directing my mind and heart to listening to You. Help me to set my
mind on the things of the Spirit and not on the flesh.

Please help me to see life with Your perspective on what is important
and valuable and not worry about the things that do not matter.

Please help me taste your goodness and to experience your grace and
power and love.

Please help me to be touched by Your great love for me and may it
draw me to You in deeper ways than ever before. May I be touched by
Your heart; the heart of a Perfect Father, Friend, King and Lover.

Please help me to talk to You and ask for things that will align my
heart with Yours. Help me to long for Your will to be done in my life.
Help me to call on You for power, wisdom, grace and mercy. Help me
to know that apart from You I can do nothing! Help me to praise
Your Name.
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2. Lord Jesus, help me to follow you as my King on the Great Adventure.

a.

Please help me turn from my self-will to follow You throughout the
day today.

Please help me to desire Your dreams, Your plans and Your will more
than my own.

Please give me a passion to imitate You and have Your beart.
Please belp me to seek Your glory and honor above my own.

Please remind me to repent and return to You after periods of self-will,
self-reliance and self-focus.

3. Lord, please help me to be a blessing to You today, as Jesus is my
example. And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone for I
always do the things that are pleasing to Him. John 8:29

a.
b.

C.

Lord, help me be a good son/daughter who honors You as a Father
Lord, help me be a son/daughter who seeks Your presence

Lord, help me be a good friend who is loyal, chooses to invest and
honor You

Lord, belp me have a passion to know and honor You

Lord, belp me be a person who pleases Him by trusting Him

4. Lord, help me today to be more confident of Your power, presence and
perfect plan for my life.

a.
b.

C.

Please empower me to trust You in bold ways.
Please remind me to expect Your power and presence.
Please give me courage to face any circumstance today.

Please give me total confidence in Your good plan regardless of the ups
and downs of the day.

Please belp me to trust every word You have said and Your perfect
character.

5. Lord, I want my heart to be like Yours and to be transformed today to
be more loyal, more honoring to You, more willing to give myself to

You.
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Please help me to see people with Your compassion.

Please help me to have a beart fully submitted to the Fatber.
Please elevate my vision for my life to honor You.

Please help me to be a loyal friend to Your friends.

Please belp me sacrifice for Your friends like You did.

6. Lord, help me have all the pleasure and peace from being in Your
presence all day.

a.

b.

Help me overcome my deep self-focus to choose to abide in You today.

Help me to experience all the pleasure of Your presence You have for
me.

Help me to be confident that if I draw near to You that You will draw
near to me.

Help me bhave a greater hunger than ever for Your presence.

Help me to find my satisfaction in You and nothing else.

7. Lord I want the pure thrill of knowing You; Your heart, Your ways,
Your thoughts, Your great plan.

a.
b.

C.

I need You to melt the ice in my heart to pursue You with passion.
I want You to give me more of a hunger for You.

I want You to reveal Your heart and ways to me today.

Please let no self-righteousness keep me from seeking You.

Please reveal Yourself to me through Your Word, through worship,
and through nature.
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Appendix D

A Few Notes About Your God

The greatest pleasure on The Journey is the opportunity to know Jesus and His Father,
and the Holy Spirit personally.

What does He feel when He sees me?

What makes Him laugh, what hurts His feelings?

What is important to Him and what is it He really hates?
What is on His face right now as He looks upon me?

What is he really like?

Knowing Him in this way is so wonderful that everything else in life pales in
comparison, it is so satisfying, so wonderful, and so thrilling that nothing else really
matters! He is the only thing that will ever satisfy your heart regardless of what the
world tells you about all the shiny things you need and the applause of people you are
suppose to devote your life to obtaining. Jesus is the not only the real deal, He is the

only real deadahdJyett ar éthesotlked! Her e

what He is really like.

He is the most decent Person you will ever meet. He is relentlessly affectionate, loving,
honest, sincere, caring, and always has perfect integrity. He thinks about me every
moment and has for all eternity. There is nothing in Him that is not good. He had good
plans for me, given me good gifts, provided good things for me and given me amazing
protection. He has never done an unkind thing and never will. No bad intentions or
bad thoughts exist in Him, only perfect goodness. His only motive for His
commandments is for my well-being and pleasure. He is perfectly fair in how He
judges. He is perfectly truthful in all He says. He is perfectly compassionate and
gracious toward those in need. He is monumentally kind. He is the most loyal Person
in the universe who is fully devoted to you, desires to bless you and fill you with joy,
and wants to be with you for all eternity because He likes you.

Every day He has prepared things for me to experience and His plan has been perfect
even though I have disagreed at times. He has magnified the results of the good things I
have done and even turned bad decisions into good results over time. Every act of His is
perfect. He makes no mistakes and is competent to run not only the universe but also
your life and mine. No purpose or plan of His can be stopped. He is courageous and
He lives an infinitely high and noble purpose every moment of eternity. He is
completely consistent in His character. He never changes or ever will.

He is the best Listener you have ever met. He longs for you to ask for help and to
answer you. He is a Rescuer whose nature is to save those in trouble and to deliver you
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from all that would keep you from Him. He is the kindest and most gracious Person
who ever lived. He is the smartest person in the universe. There is nothing He does not
know and He cannot learn anything, because He knows it all. He feels anger at evil, He
is grieved by pain and suffering, He feels compassion toward the weak; He takes great
pleasure in being with His people.

He is the happiest Person in the universe with the sunniest disposition. He is perfectly
happy in who He is, what He does, and in His relationship with the other members of
the Trinity.

He is a perfect Father in His loving affection for His children. He gives perfect gifts and
lots of them. He is my provider and protector. He is a perfect King with benevolent
desires for His people to provide for them and protect them. He leads with authority
because He knows the right place for us to go and the right thing for us to do. He is a
perfect Friend longs to live life with you and be included in everything you do.

He is a jealous Lover who longs for you to find Him the most attractive thing you
have ever seen and to be captivated, stunned, and overcome by His glory! He is a

perfect Shepherd longing to bless you, lead and protect you and to give you all the
desires of His heart He has planned for you long ago.

He loves to reveal Himself to me. I see His power and creativity in the sky,

mountains, and landscape. He reveals Himself in the Bible and helps me experience
Him like other people in the Bible did.
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Recommended Resources

1. Practicing His PresenceBrother Lawrence &
Frank Laubach

2. Desiring God-John Piper

3. Your Work Matters to God -Doug Sherman &
Bill Hendricks

4. Pursuit of God, A.W. Tozer

5. BrokennessNancy Leigh DeMoss

Contact Information

www.journeylife.com

Doug Sherman
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